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Falkenhayn's letter, it will be seen, has quite a different
tone from Szogyeny's report of the luncheon interview
quoted above. Falkenhayn did not at all expect any imme-
diate danger to the peace of Europe, nor "that the Austrian
Government with its talk, though more decided than for-
merly, is in earnest." He got the impression that the main
point of Berchtold's ambiguous missives was the diplomatic
action to secure Bulgaria, and that even this would take
'"a long time."
As the Kaiser had very properly told Szogyeny that he
could give no definite answer until he had consulted his
Chancellor, Bethmann-Hollweg also was summoned to
Potsdam the same afternoon. With him went Zimmer-
mann, Acting-Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs during
Jagow's absence on a honeymoon in Switzerland.36 The
results of their conference, embodying Germany's official
decision, were stated next day by Bethmann to Szogyeny
at Berlin, and notified to the German Ambassador in Vienna
in the following telegram:
The Austro-Hungarian Ambassador delivered yesterday
to His Majesty a private letter from Emperor Francis
Joseph, which describes the present situation from the
Austro-Hungarian point of view and the measures con-
templated by Vienna, copies of which arc now being sent
to you.
I replied today to Count Szogyeny, thanking him for
Francis Joseph's letter, to which the Emperor will soon send
a personal answer. In the meantime His Majesty wishes to
emphasize that he is not blind to the danger threatening
Austria, and consequently the Triple Alliance, from the
agitation carried on by Russia and Serbian Pan-Slavs.
Although His Majesty, as is known, has no great confidence
in Bulgaria and its ruler, and is .naturally more inclined
toward his old ally Rumania and its Hohenzollern prince,
36 Cf. Bethmann, Betrachtungen zum Weltkrieg, L 135 ff.; Investig*
Comm,, I, pp. 9-10, 28, 31-33.